
practices.  As well, hard-

ware pur-

chases 

showed a 

streamlined 

process.  

  Of note, is 

the launch 

of the Technology Plan 

website 

[blogs.sd41.bc.ca/district

it/] to support schools in 

their efforts to align edu-

cational frameworks 

with technologies—a 

sleek visual planning 

place. Definitely a ‘one-

stop-shop’ of Goal-Action 

Plan with Professional 

Learning with Technol-

ogy Purchases.  

Connecting Goals,  Action Plans and Tech  

To Blog or Not to Blog 

 

The world is changing 

at a rate that far sur-

passes our ability to 

keep up. The Horizon 

Report identified six 

emerging trends for 

2012/-2013:  Mobile de-

vices and Apps; Game-

based learning; Per-

sonal Learning; Aug-

mented Reality; Natu-

ral User Interfaces. 

[You can view the video 

at: http://bit.ly/NXhnhi] 

Making thoughtful, 

purposeful decisions 

when it comes to tech-

nology purchases is a 

challenging process in 

these times of constant 

shifting.  

  The first Interactive 

Technology Show-

case on March 26th 

was a coordinated 

effort to amalga-

mate both the goals 

and action of a 

school’s technology 

plan with showcase ac-

tivities highlighting edu-

cational examples of a 

variety of technologies 

supported in the district. 

The afternoon event at 

Schou offered schools a 

close-up view of  hard-

ware (from e-projectors, 

idevices, peripherals) 

and software. Demon-

strations connected 

learning and teaching 

imagine and reflect.   

   Student bloggers de-

velop their voice as they 

engage with authentic 

audiences.  At the heart 

is “voice”. Their views 

are heard in this digital 

forum and many stu-

dents show through 

their blog writing that 

they are ready to en-

gage the world if given 

the chance.   

What makes blogging 

so unique? While you 

can certainly email, 

send newsletters, or 

chat at the doorway, 

blogging accomplishes  

goals that cannot nec-

essarily be done in the 

way you normally com-

municate with your au-

dience.   

   What crystallizes this 

experience is the ability 

of a blog platform to flip 

literacy communication 

on its head! With it, we 

invite parents and the 

world into our school to 

connect and share in 

the riches of our learn-

ing journey.  While it 

can be an “after the 

fact” announcement, it 

can also represent a 

current invitation to be 

part of the excitement, 

to develop and create, to 
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Professional Learning:  

Mar 26 - Interactive Technology 

Showcase (Schou) 

Apr 8  - Informative Assessment 
Unworkshop featuring Flipped 

Classroom (Burnaby North) 

Apr 18 - Learning Tech Inquiry 

Team (am) 

Apr 18 - Engage Students in 

Digital Literacies using IPads 

Apr 22 - Secondary Assessment 

Inquiry Team (pm) 

Apr 23 - Fast ForWord Connect 

the Dots Series 

May 7 - Informative Assessment 

Unworkshop (Burnaby Central)  

 

*Check SD Calendar as sessions 

are regularly updated. 
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iPad Sync Process Revealed  

learningtech].  

  Our final series this 

year is now in the 

Staff  Development 

Calendar.  Engage 

Students in Digital 

Literacies Using 

iPads (April 18, 

April 24, May 2) is 

aimed at taking the 

curricula and going 

deeper. Come for the 

fun of learning and engaging in 

the conversation.  Register on 

the SD Calendar. 

  On District Day, we hosted the 

first Burnaby iPad Apps Shoot-

Out at Byrne Creek.  The Shoot-

Out Panel of Dragana Mi-

hic  (Teacher-Librarian at Bur-

naby North), Dave Mac-

lean  (Principal at Westridge), 

Livia Chan and Janet Chow 

(Dist. Learning Technologies) 

provided a series of fast-paced 

rounds of  apps framed around 

the questions defined by Silvia 

Tolisano.  Each app was shown 

and connected to real-life class 

examples in multiple areas.  

You can find the full list of ide-

vice apps along with descriptions 

on our site [blogs.sd41.bc.ca/

ence continues to 

be seamless.  Many 

of the schools have already re-

ceived their mini-sync devices.  

  If you are interested in a ‘sit-

down’ review of the process, 

please contact the Learning 

Technologies team. More infor-

mation is on our blog [click on 

Tech Workflows]. 

event.  

  The process created by Learn-

ing Technologies team offered an 

option for schools.  The entire 

mini-sync station came down to 

a specific 7-port hub, some power 

cords, and a PC or laptop. As 

well, Sherry Lethbridge (ITS) 

was able to coordinate all pur-

chases so that a school’s experi-

iDevices Apps ShootOut  

Can You Tell  Your Life Story in Six Words?  

play a part in the overall design.  

The visual element of the image 

supports to anchor the story mes-

sage. 

  The web has many videos by 

students (http://bit.ly/YupDIZ),  

which can be explored for more 

ideas.  Consider using Power-

Point slides or MS Word to pro-

duce the products. 

 I’ve grown to love poetry all 

thanks to a fabulous colleague 

(Francine).  I was a little slow in 

connecting story to the poet’s 

words—that is until I started 

delving in 5 Card-Flickr [http://

bit.ly/e7oFmx] and now 6-Word 

Memoirs (the latter started by 

Smith Magazine [smithmag.net] 

with the title question). 

Six Word Memoirs juxtaposes an 

image and six words to tell a full 

story. What’s connecting is the 

power of a great image and the 

literacy challenge to revise, ana-

lyze and replace words to repre-

sent an essence. Decisions re-

garding what words to include as 

well as what to leave out leads to 

very interesting discussions. 

Font, colour, and placement all 

Page 2  

  It was a packed house on Janu-

ary 24th at Schou. Much like 

having a standard base image 

for computers, schools with mul-

tiple student iPads want to en-

sure that all ipads have the apps 

they require to support the cur-

ricular goals. Syncing student 

iPads with an ongoing amount of 

changing apps can be an easy 

process or a challenging  

http://westridge.sd41.bc.ca/


Creating Environments to Think and Act  

(an easy way for a flip class-

room with openings for student 

responses) 

 Literature Circles 

 science experiment (discussion 

and replay) 

 math process (“how to”, critical 

challenge, problem solving) 

 oral language development 

 communication/sharing on the 

class blog to the world 

 document learning [student 

and teacher] 

If  you plan on using this tool, 

consider creating a global class 

or a school account.  This will 

make your organizational work-

flow much easier.  And if you are  

currently using VoiceThread, 

drop us an email and tell us how 

you’re using this resource to sup-

port your curriculum. 

Recently an email landed in my 

box with a link to a voicethread. 

 For those of you who haven’t 

experienced VoiceThread, 

[voicethread.com/]  it is a handy 

tool for collaborative communica-

tion out on the web. It can be 

used on computers or idevices. 

 

But let’s start at the beginning. 

 I was involved in a planning 

project with a school envisioning 

a whole flip of their library. 

 Aaahh, “Martha Stewart” time! 

 An “L” shaped technology re-

search pod, e-projection island, 

cozy corners and circles of liter-

ary conversations, all while en-

gaging the senses and bringing 

the world in and amplifying 

voice out.  This  wonderful 

teacher-librarian wanted to show 

me her thoughts – without hav-

ing to drive.  She took a few pho-

tos and uploaded them into a 

voicethread. Then she recorded 

voice with each image.  I’ve 

worked with voicethreads before 

but always in curricular content. 

 It suddenly struck me as this 

slideshow was playing, that I 

was privy to her thoughts with 

crystal clarity!  Thanks Sylvia! 

You’ve opened the doors to even 

more possibilities regarding the 

use of VoiceThread. And what an 

opening for early primary oral 

language! 

Consider using the tool for:  

 instructions to show a process 

Makes a Hero [http://bit.ly/

Vv1PFq] into a comparison char-

acter study? Use an e-projector 

to view the video or offer it as a 

flip lesson. In groups, identify 

qualities of the ‘hero’, choose a 

novel or movie and locate these 

qualities.  Connect the qualities 

to a personal experience; create a 

plan for a personal challenge re-

quiring consideration of needed 

qualities. Share this through a 

blog post, video, or cartoon.  

  TedEd continues to grow with 

new videos. How  might you use 

the site to enhance your curricu-

lum?  

  If you are a fan of Ted 

(Technology, Entertainment and 

Design: ted.com), then you’re go-

ing to connect with TedEd 

[ed.ted.com] . Since its inception 

in April 2012, TedEd continues 

the belief that “sharing ideas 

have the power to change atti-

tudes, lives, and ultimately, the 

world.” Add the opportunity to 

dialogue in class and you have a 

possibility!  

 How does this work? The site is 

organized by: Series, Subjects, 

Best Flips, YouTube. The 3-

minute videos are curated for 

educational settings; some are 

animated. You can even create 

lesson materials to connect the 

videos and upload to the site. 

Some of these are added to the 

Best Flips section for everyone to 

use.  

  Imagine this: use an e-projector 

to watch Rethinking Thinking 

[http://bit.ly/Ry3NBF]. In 

groups, discuss the examples 

and its connection to self regula-

tion. Consider strategies that 

may help to short circuit an an-

ger response with a thinking re-

sponse. Develop a personal ac-

tion plan, test and revise.  

How about integrating - What 

Take Conversation to a New Level  
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famous Wordle [wordle.net], 

think about using Tagxedo 

[tagxedo.com/], which include 

shapes and photo images [my 

favourite]. ABC-Ya [abcya.com/

word_clouds.htm] is a simpler 

interface for young students to 

get in on the act. WordItOut 

[worditout.com] has an added 

option to delete certain texts 

from the script. A new one is You 

Are Your Words 

[youareyourwords.com/]. This 

site combines a photo with text, 

thus creating a black/white im-

age that can be downloaded.  

While not a word cloud tool, Fes-

tisite [http://www.festisite.com/

text-layout/] provides a fun 

range of shapes including rebus, 

and spiral shapes.  Whatever 

your choices, these tool present 

another way to support word ex-

ploration.  

   “A picture is worth a thousand 

words.”  If we want our students 

to remember more we suggest a 

picture.  Not so simple— while a 

well chosen image can evoke 

emotion and enhance memory, 

others may also be superficial 

and detract from the message.  

  Words on text can 

create images that 

tell a story. Those 

of you who have 

used word clouds 

know the power of  

these images to 

present deeper 

connections.  At its 

simplest level, 

they are great ar-

tistic representations of text al-

lowing for the sizing, font and 

colour to tell a story.  We’ve used 

them as headers in newspapers, 

enhanced PowerPoint presenta-

tions and online blog posts.  But 

what about something beyond 

that?  Perhaps a deeper level of 

analysis can be offered beyond 

the beauty. Consider — copy/

paste a piece of text into a word 

cloud generator. The font size 

and colour reflect the terms that 

are important to 

the author. If you 

do that with your 

own writing, 

would it show the 

expected theme or 

purpose of your 

writing?  What 

would you need to 

revise in order for 

the writing to 

truly clarify your message? 

These are great exercises to ex-

plore with your students.   

  There are many tools that gen-

erate word clouds. Besides the 

Connecting with Modern Learners  

Where’s the Info? 

 blogs.sd41.bc.ca/learningtech 

 blogs.sd41.bc.ca/fastforword 

 blogs.sd41.bc.ca/idevices 

 digisandbox.wordpress.com 

 

Staff Development Calendar:  

http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/staffdevelopmentcalendar  

 

Contact Learning Technologies Team:  

Janet Chow: janet.chow@sd41.bc.ca; 604-760-1603 

Lucky Saini: lucky.saini@sd41.bc.ca; 604-760-1704 

Livia Chan: livia.chan@sd41.bc.ca; 604-760-6824   

L e a r n i n g  Te ch n o l o g i e s  

Worth Checking Out:   

Microsoft’s Home User Pro-

gram [Office 2013] offers 

discounted price of $11.00 plus 

taxes.  This is available for both PC and Mac 

users on Win7.  Access to the Program Step-

by-Step Guide is available on the District Por-

tal (http://portal.sd41.bc.ca). See Welcome 

page under VENDOR EMPLOYEE 

DISCOUNTS. 

 

Raz-Kids— Have students who 

are struggling with reading fluency 

and/or comprehension? Raz-Kids may be an 

option to support your class program. Ask 

any of our Learning Tech team.  


