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on the storyboard, the 

better your story. This 

provides the framework 

for a well developed 

story. Imagine all that 

rehearsal that your stu-

dents will be getting. 

Download a trial version 

at http://plasq.com/

downloads/ 

  Stay tuned for work-

shops next year on how 

to use this in powerful 

ways.  

   So much of 

our world re-

lies in visual 

representa-

tions. The vast array of 

information at our fin-

gertips increases the 

need for ways to organ-

ize facts into manage-

able chunks.  These 

chunks can then be fur-

ther developed through 

meaningful analysis. 

 Have you ever met a 

student who didn’t like 

a good comic book?  

Especially boys? Comic 

books provide a rich 

source of reading op-

portunities for both 

readers and reluctant 

readers. That’s because 

the visuals provide an 

anchor to comprehen-

sion. The introduction 

of a windows version of 

Comic Life has provided 

yet another tool for ex-

tending the reading and 

writing process.  

 With more than 80 

templates from the de-

luxe collection, you can 

develop any number of 

storylines.  You can im-

port drawings, use pho-

tos or downloaded im-

ages. Like any tool that 

tells a story, the most 

important guideline is 

extensive practice with 

storyboarding. In fact, 

the more you spend time 

time anywhere. Imag-

ine a whole text being 

read aloud.   

      Teachers who 

have been waiting for 

access to Kurzweil now 

have other options.  

  Wordtalk is a 

handy free add-on 

to Microsoft Office that 

allows for “text-to-

speech” capability.  Any 

text that can be im-

ported as a Word docu-

ment or an activity 

worksheet can be read 

electronically simply by 

clicking on the speech 

bubble in the Wordtalk 

toolbar.  

The voice 

options 

uses standard Microsoft 

voices and each student 

can save their own set-

tings. An added feature 

is the ability to save the 

files as mp3 or wave 

files for playback at any 
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Professional Learning  

Opportunities: 

For more information on these 

tools or on how you can incorpo-

rate these ideas in your teach-

ing,  

contact Janet Chow.  

email:    janet.chow@sd41.bc.ca  

Phone: 604-760-1603 

☺  For up-to-date information, 

check my website —  

http://learn.sd41.bc.ca/

learningtech (click Brentwood 

North Zone) 
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It could be a computer program-

ming flowchart.  Or logic in sci-

ence. But no!  It is the elusive 

adventure story, which begs the 

audience to make 

choices and of 

course suffer the 

consequences of 

those choices.  

   The goal of cre-

ating 

‘If..then..else’ ad-

venture scenarios 

is to allow stu-

dents the chance 

to practice creative 

logic. If we do this 

in a team, then 

there is even more 

of an opportunity 

to develop com-

munication skills.   

   Here’s a writing and communi-

cation activity that promotes 

story structure (beginning, mid-

dle, end), communication, writ-

using this social tool. Wikis allow 

you to embed sound files, im-

ages (sketchs, downloaded from 

the web or photographs) as well 

as text.  Individuals 

have full access at 

home as flexibility in 

collaborative conver-

sations is encouraged. 

All edits are main-

tained in the wiki his-

tory so you can view 

what each student 

has done at every 

step. 

   Creating a story for 

the web offers stu-

dents a way to have 

their work published 

to a wide audience 

and perhaps gain re-

views.  What a great way for stu-

dents to be engaged in reading 

and writing.   

ing, editing and assessment.   

Using a wiki allows students a 

collaborative environment to ex-

plore their writing while produc-

ing an interactive story full of 

twists and turns. ‘The Caves of 

Mull’ (https://

thecavesofmull.wikispaces.com/)

is an example 

 Interactive Mapping 

If...Then...Else — Making Decisions 
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serted into UMapper. I could 

have extended this to detail a 

trip or research current disaster 

plans outlined in various coun-

tries.      

 See my website or call for 

more details.   

We tell stories in many ways. 

Whether it’s storymaps or geo-

graphic or mathematical maps, 

each one exists to tell a story.        

 Using an interactive approach 

allows a story to unfold in ways 

that can scaffold learning.   

UMapper is a visual, universal, 

web-based map authoring appli-

cation. Now before you think this 

is only for Secondary Social 

Studies, you remember that his-

torical fiction piece that you're 

studying or the unit on tourism 

that you're trying to incorporate 

different forms of representation.   

 UMapper makes it easy to cre-

ate embeddable maps for Adobe 

Flash™ and distribute them 

through a website, QuickPlace, 

blog, or social network. The vis-

ual map editor allows you to add 

points (like google 

maps), draw shapes 

and add interactive 

overlays to the map.  

You can display geo-

data and any layer on 

top of any map data 

provider (i.e.    Micro-

soft Virtual Earth, 

Google, Yahoo, Open-

Street, etc.). Better 

yet, you don't have to 

register to access the 

site.    For 

example, I've incorporated some 

statistics from Stats Canada on 

snowfall across Canada. This 

data along with images were in-
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