
Help! I Can’t Get My Team in One Place! 

Make Sense of the Changing World  

 

thoughts. Team members 

interact in real time. 

  Click on the outline view 

to convert the web into a 

frame for writing.   Organ-

ize sentences or insert writ-

ing from other documents. 

You can publish your docu-

ment either to the web, 

blog, wiki or even print as a 

hard copy.  

  Imagine how this can be 

used in classes where col-

laborative groups need to 

organize their materials or 

thinking.  There’s no end to 

what’s possible. 

Do you ever get to the point 

of looking at your calendar 

and recognizing that there 

is no way to organize a date 

that will fit everyone’s 

schedule?  Especially when 

people have to factor in the 

travel time.   

  We all know that collabo-

rative conversations are 

key to moving forward and 

gaining sustainable change.      

There are many handy 

tools that can facilitate the 

process but I’d like to focus 

on one that specifically ad-

dresses brainstorming and 

the writing process - Web-

spiration.  

  The creators of Inspira-

tion/Kidspiration and In-

spireData have created a 

web version (in beta) of 

graphic organizers.  

( http://

mywebspiration.com/) At 

present, it is free.  It 

has some of the fea-

tures of Inspiration 

with the flexibility of 

group work over the 

web. 

  Imagine that you 

need your team to or-

ganize a project for litera-

ture circles or have a social 

responsibility theme for the 

school. You launch the 

graphic organizer, then 

send an invitation to the 

others to collaborate with 

you.  The program states 

that you can have up to 25 

collaborators.  But it’s 

more productive to keep to 

a smaller number.  As 

you’re editing, you decide 

you need to talk through an 

idea. Just click the chat 

component and a popup 

dialogue box appears for 

you to type in your 

download graphs (already 

created) to enhance per-

sonal presentations.  Sandi 

Lauzon at Alpha has been 

using this tool to bring data 

to life and create meaning-

ful engagement. Ask her 

how the tool can be inte-

grated in your class.   

 

We are constantly inun-

dated with endless statis-

tics that reflect our chang-

ing global world. Helping 

our students make sense of 

all this is no small order.  

Gapminder (by Hans 

Rosling—see his video on 

Ted Talks) takes data and 

creates moving bubble 

graphs on a timeline. 

(www.gapminder.org)  This 

site provides a great visual 

story for secondary stu-

dents who wish to com-

pare, analyze, and synthe-

size information.   

  Students can also 
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Fit brains ….. ’  or so the saying goes.  

This program built on the research of 

brain plasticity focuses on the three 

areas of the brain (temporal, parietal, 

pre-frontal)  used in reading.  By 

acoustically modifying sound parts 

(phonemes), Fast ForWord re-

trains the brain to become more 

efficient in accessing the alpha-

betic code.  This intensive pro-

motivation).  Teachers have instanta-

neous access to student progress so 

they can adapt their overall program-

ming for students.  

   The pilot sites include Morley, Au-
brey, Kitchener, Gilmore, Stride and 
three secondaries, Byrne Creek, Bur-
naby North and Fraser Park.  Check 
the quickplace web— 
learn.sd41.bc.ca/fastforword.   

gram is computer based and therefore 

has the ability to immediately adjust 

according to the input of the individ-

ual participant. Each activity focuses 

on the neuroscience princi-

ples required to make the 

brain more efficient 

(frequency and intensity, 

adaptivity, simultaneous 

development, and timely 

Another place for deeper conversations—blogging  

ideas. Multiple modeling of effective 

responses provide students with a 

gage to use in their own work.  And it 

goes without saying, that a strong 

comment requires one to read a great 

many articles in order to synthesize 

thinking. Blogging is about reading! 

   We have a group of teachers who are 

learning to use this and are finding 

powerful results.  Please email if you 

would like to explore this avenue.  

 It seems that everyone 

has an opinion about 

blogs (or web logs).  And 

I’m no different. Finding 

good examples of mean-

ingful blogs is a chal-

lenge.  I’m going to focus on a specific 

use for blogs—that of purposeful writ-

ing and reading.   

   Deep conversations are intentional 

and are built around targeted instruc-

tion and purposeful questioning.  Stu-

dents need to understand why and 

what they are learning while blogging. 

   Introduce the blog environment as 

an opportunity to learn how to write 

on the web (eg. know your audience). 

Include lessons in web safety and how 

to respond and analyze ideas and not 

people.  Good questions are key to 

deep conversations. Using “what do 

you think…” type questions do not 

guarantee powerful comments unless 

students are required to justify their 

—helping the brain make connections 

Fast ForWord—exercise for fit brains 
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   So why is this so exciting and makes 

me want to jump for joy?  Brainstorm-

ing and thinking processes that was 

once kept on a board or an overhead 

can now be saved and printed for stu-

dents to keep.   This leaves time for 

students to visualize, explore and col-

laborate freely.  The more opportuni-

ties that we allow students to practice 

oral language (eg. critically discuss, 

analyze and synthesize information), 

the better they are able to write.  Now 

imagine taking a paragraph and using 

a performance standard to mark up.  

Ah, possibilities…  

They’re copying down the notes but in 

the ensuing moments, you know 

they’re going to miss something. Even 

worse...that wonderful critical conver-

sation that you planned is now filled 

with scribbling pens  trying to get 

down every piece of knowledge.  You 

need a way to do both.  

 Dabbleboard (www.dabbleboard.com)  

takes the simple whiteboard or over-

head and creates a flexible drawing 

surface using nothing more than a 

computer, internet access and projec-

tor.  While the conversation moves 

forward, you or a student records the 

thinking as it happens.  Dabbleboard 

corrects your 

drawings so your 

images look, 

well.. “good”!  

You can use the 

freehand draw to 

expand images 

as well as type your thinking.  Images 

and documents can be imported and 

marked up. The final product can be 

saved as a png image for inserting 

into a printed document, website, 

blog or wiki.  

For more information, contact: Janet Chow 

Email: janet.chow@sd41.bc.ca    Phone: 604-760-1603 

http://learn.sd41.bc.ca/learningtech  (click Brentwood North Zone) 


