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fine their searches to get 
the data they need.  

  The use of the web isn’t 
confined to consuming.  As 
anyone can publish con-
tent, this can also be an 
opportunity to teach our 
students how to be socially 
responsible while creating 
on the web.  Just as we 
teach students how to ef-
fectively communicate to 
different audiences, we can 
do the same in the web 
world. 
  Join us as we delve into 
this topic further in our 2-
part learning series: Feb 3 
& 24th (3:30-5:00) at Gil-
more.  Email: 
janet.chow@sd41.bc.ca 

If there’s one thing that can 

be said about the web, it is 

that there is a deluge of 

information. During our 

video conference with Alan 

November 

(www.novemberlearning.c

om), some insights were 

provided in the strategic 

negotiation of the internet.   

“The internet is the most pow-
erful...and potentially manipu-
lative medium ever invented. 
It can give you any version of 
the truth you are looking for. 
Not only does information 
expand and change every day, 
the rules for finding informa-
tion also change.” (A. Novem-
ber, 2008)  

 
  Since information has 
become increasingly net-
worked, digital, and over-
whelming, it has directly 
impacted the way we un-
derstand what it means to 
be literate in the 21st cen-

tury.  If we are to use these 
tools to cultivate connec-
tions with people and have 
resources that can help us 
do our jobs, then we need 
more than ever, to gain an 
understanding of the gram-
mar and syntax of the web. 
Knowing how a search en-
gine is organized can go a 
long way to being an em-
powered researcher. Good 
questions to ask may be, 
“Why did these results pop 
up? Who owns this site? 
Can the information be 
validated through other 
sites? Where do the links 
go? Are all search engines 
created equal?” Having 
these answers, we are bet-
ter able to critically evalu-
ate the validity and reliabil-
ity of information found on 
the web. Students who 
have learned these skills 
move beyond “click the 
first few sites that pop” 
routine. Rather, they  re-

frame thoughts and 

strengthen concepts.  

When performance stan-

dards are added, students 

have the language to ana-

lyze their own work.  Check 

out how to get started on 

the website.  Click on Liter-

acy > Digital Storytelling.   

Before the reading, writing 

alphabetic code came oral 

stories. As teachers, we 

know the power of oral lan-

guage in the overall devel-

opment of literacy skills. 

When students have multi-

ple opportunities to orally 

practice their stories prior 

to writing, they are 

better able to 

structure content 

and flow. Using a simple 

tool like PhotoStory to cap-

ture voice allow students to 

hear their story. In essence, 

words become frozen so 

there is opportunity to re-
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Professional Learning  

Opportunities: 

• InspireData Series (see page 
2 of newsletter) 

• Critical Thinking/Social Re-
sponsibility on the web (see 
flyer—starting Feb. 3) 

• February 20th District Day 
(watch for information on 
district QuickPlaces or flyers 
to school)  

• For more, check out website: 
http://learn.sd41.bc.ca/
learningtech (Click on Brent-
wood-North) 
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“They’re so unorganized!” Who hasn’t 

heard that one before? It doesn’t seem 

to matter if we’re talking about writ-

ing fiction stories or non-fiction con-

tent or whether it’s collaborative work 

on projects.  We help our students 

with graphic organizers and lessons in 

organization.  Using web-based time-

lines such as Mnemograph (http://

ternatives for creating, and sharing 

information or project planning. The 

advantage of a digital version versus 

paper allow students the freedom to 

insert photos, movie clips, text and 

hyperlinks.  This is a great example of 

differentiation in curriculum.  

For details, see website. Click Brent-

wood-North.  

mnemograph.com) or Timetoast 

(www.timetoast.com) can present al-

Portal Launch-Negotiating Information 

called MySpace offer individuals with 

personal space to call their own.  

Here, you can bookmark your own  

websites and organize folders tailored 

especially for your own needs.  As 

well, some preloaded RSS feeds give a 

variety of reference information.  The 

possibilities are  only just beginning 

to take shape.  

The launch of the new portal in De-

cember offers a ‘one stop shop’ for 

news.  Staff infor-

mation that was 

once public is now 

hidden in a “staff 

only” web portal.  

This includes such 

items as job bulle-

tins, staff notices, 

and procedures.  Of note is a blog 

from Claudio Morelli, as well as the 

latest district or school 

news. Professional learning 

opportunities can be read-

ily found rather than hunt-

ing on a school bulletin 

board. 

   The addition of an area 

Graphic Organizers—helping the brain make connections 

Timelines Go Digital  
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time is provided for lesson develop-
ment and collaborative learning.  
  Thurs. Jan 22 (3:30-5:00); 
  Wed. Feb 4  (12:30-4:30);  
  Wed. Feb 25 (12:30-4:30); 
  Thurs. Apr 16 (3:30-5:00) 
Register with: doreen.lee@sd41.bc.ca  

Whether it’s hockey scores, global 

climate changes or the deepening fi-

nancial crisis,  we are constantly faced 

with large amounts of data.  In read-

ing and writing literacy, we have 

taught skills and strategies by using 

such graphic organizers like Venn dia-

grams or T-charts.   

   But how do we make sense of the 

realms of numeric or chart data that 

can be found in social studies or 

math? How do we present this infor-

mation so that it tells a story? The 

software program, InspireData v1.5 

can help students organize informa-

tion in an interactive visual way.  Stu-

dents gain practice in surveys, graph-

ing, and analysis. They can see the 

way data is manipulated by changing 

single parameters on their graphs. 

They also have the ability to create 

their own survey questions and gain 

responses using the internet.  

   Our workshop series (60.25) will 
help you expand your capacity to sup-
port your students in this area.  TOC 

Example of a database comparing cli-
mates  of countries.  

For more information, contact: Janet Chow 

Email: janet.chow@sd41.bc.ca    Phone: 604-760-1603 

Current information on the web: http://learn.sd41.bc.ca/learningtech  (click 

Brentwood North Zone) 


