
page if you would like to 
address questions to the ses-
sion presenters—no more 
having to launch email.  You 
can even get a list of other 
participants in the session so 
you can start connecting 
with them immediately.  
What a great way to develop 
and expand your support 
team.      

   The participants list allows 
the session presenters to 
send out information 
through a fan-out email sys-
tem.  So everyone automati-
cally gets any updated infor-
mation right away. Check it 
out today.  

September—New Opportunities to Discover.. .  

Learning Technologies Dive into Blogging 

 

There’s a noticeable crisp-
ness in the air as we dive 
into another year filled with 
anticipation and things yet 
to discover (both for our-
selves and for our students). 
Whether you plan on adding 
new strategies to your reper-
toire, finding more efficient 
ways to document learning 
or investigate how to engage 
more students in the proc-
ess, this is a great time to 
explore the many options 
available.  For this newslet-
ter, I’m going to digress 
from the usual “how to’s” 
to a quick snapshot of what 
is being offered and where 
you can go to find more 
information.   

   Your one-stop-shop for 
professional learning oppor-
tunities is our new Staff De-
velopment  Calendar lo-
cated on the front page of 
our district’s website. 
(http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/staf
fdevelopementcalender)   

  The site 
lets your 
‘fingers 
do the walking’ anytime, any-
where.  Not only can you 
find information regarding 
workshops,  conferences, 
learning series and events, 
you can register right away 
with a simple one click of a 
button. There’s a handy hy-
perlink on the registration 

cally share dialogue in mean-
ingful ways...imagine students 
taking leadership roles in inves-
tigating topics and sharing this 
with their classmates.   

  If you are interested in this 
area, please consider the learn-
ing series: Blogs—Connecting 
and Communicating. If you 
already have a blog and want to 
learn more about what the 
wordpress platform can offer, 
this is for you too. See over for 
more details.  

  For those of you who follow 
my blog—Connecting Eductional 
Practices, you know the power 
of what blog plat-
forms can offer.  
Many teachers 
(elementary and sec-
ondary) have used 
blogs or wikis to cre-
ate a website presence 
on the internet, sharing their 
curriculum with parents, post-
ing homework and class sched-
ules, as well as extending the 
practice of multiple-literacies 
with their learners.  The experi-

ence of last year in bringing 
together 800 students (district-
wide) in Battle of the Books pro-

vided hands-on evi-
dence of the power 
of the tool to engage 
and deepen critical 
conversations.  

  This year, our 
Learning Technologies Team 
has used the Wordpress engine 
and our own server to offer 
teachers an opportunity to host 
their content internally.  Imag-
ine inviting students to criti-
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On the Web—Connecting and Communicating 

Kurzweil 3000: Take the Next Steps 
(Advanced)  Tuesday, October 26.  
Gain the real power of Kurzweil 3000 
in the classroom. This session will fo-
cus on increasing your comfort in using 
features like coloured highlighters, 
note-taking, personal dictionary, and 
mp3 options to allow students flexibil-
ity in how text is processed. Get tips 
from your colleagues 
on how they are orga-
nizing/managing con-
tent/instruction and 
using Kurzweil to 
support students. 
 
Introduction to the Power of Kurzweil 
3000  
Tuesday, November 09. 
This session will cover a basic introduc-
tion to the software with connections 
to subject content, as well as outline 
the process for implementation. Inter-
mediate sessions will be arranged with 
the group to further learning once 
teachers have had a chance to practice 
at their own schools.  

   Moving forward from last year’s success-
ful implementation of Kurzweil 3000 in 
many of our schools, we are expanding 
and going deeper.   

  Kurzweil 3000™ is a comprehensive 
reading, writing and learning software 
solution for any struggling reader, in-
cluding individuals with learning diffi-
culties, such as dyslexia, attention defi-
cit disorder or those who are English 
Language Learners (ELL). The pro-
gram enables struggling readers in in-
termediate, secondary, and adult to 
learn from the same content as their 
peers as it provides access to virtually 
any e-text or curriculum. Features like 
text-to-speech reader, coloured high-
lighters, note-taking, personal diction-
ary, and mp3 capability allows flexibility 
in how text is processed. Teachers can 
also include scaffolding comprehension 
strategies within the body of the text.  

  Teachers who used the program last 
year commented, “I really noticed that 
the students were more engaged and it 

boosted their self esteem..”  

   The following sessions relate to suc-
cessful implementation of Kurzweil 
within the classroom and LSS depart-
ment.  Please note that all registrations 
are through the online Staff Develop-
ment Calendar.  

 
ARC-BC Training/ Kurzweil 3000 - 
Digital Format Resources 
Tuesday, October 05. 
ARC-BC is a primary production and 
online distribution service for digital 
alternate format learning resources for 
BC students with perceptual disabili-
ties. Based on the BC K-12 curriculum, 
these e-texts can be accessed for use 
with Kurzweil. You don’t need to 
spend time converting these texts. All 
participants will be registered with their 
own id access account at the end of the 
session. Time will be provided for 
questions/hands-on support for Kur-
weil software.  
 

Digital Writing - Digital Teaching 
(starting Thursday, November 04, 
2010; 03:30pm) 
The digital world offers challenges to 

traditional writing skill develop-
ment.  This series provides 
learning opportunities to ex-
plore the process of digital writ-
ing. Using wikis and other tools, 
we will begin to explore ques-
tions such as: What skills do 
our students need to know and 

be able to do as digital writers? How 
can we structure environments to sup-
port the digital writing process? How 
can digital writing tools help enhance 
our conferring practices?  
 

  Connect and communicate by har-
nessing the tools of today.  These 
learning series will provide you with the 
understanding, setup and practice to 
effectively use the tools beyond just 
presenting static content.  

 
Blogs: Connecting and Communi-
cating (starting Tuesday, October 12, 
2010; 03:30pm) 
This 3-part series offers hands-on 
learning opportunities to explore the 
process of digital reading/writing and 
communicating. Connecting what we 
know about effective instruction in 
reading and inquiry to what we are 
learning about emerging technologies 

can provide us with powerful ways to 
engage learners. Using blogs and other 
tools, we will begin to play with ques-
tions such as: What do we, as teachers 
of literacy, need to know and 
be able to do? What do our 
students need to know and 
be able to do as digital con-
sumers and creators? In what 
ways can digital tools be 
used to provide us with the 
best opportunities to read and respond 
to student work? In what ways can we 
create physical and virtual spaces for 
students to share their thinking and 
growing. 
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Suppor ting learning needs?  

word study program that provides a 
developmental curriculum for phonics/
spelling instruction, while also promot-
ing reading fluency and vocabulary de-
velopment. Assessment-based, manage-
able, and hands-on, this program meets 

the needs and systematically ad-
vances the learning of all students.  
 
Literature Circles (Elementary) 
starting Thursday, January 27, 2011; 
03:30PM (3 parts)  
Literature circles provide a way for 

students to engage in critical thinking 
and reflection as they read, discuss, and 
respond to books. Collaboration is at 
the heart of this approach. Students 
reshape and add onto their understand-
ing as they construct meaning with 
other readers. Finally, literature circles 
guide students to deeper understanding 
of what they read through structured 
discussion and extended written and 
artistic response. 

Writer's Workshop for Elementary.  

Thursday, October 14, 2010; 12:30PM 
Writers' Workshop is a structure that 
builds students' fluency in writing 
through continuous, repeated exposure 
to the process of writing. Regular, fre-
quent time for writing assists students 
to write well, develop confidence in 
their writing abilities and to take con-
trol of their writing and assert them-
selves as responsible learners. This four 
part series will allow participants to 
explore technology tools that support 
Writers' Workshop. 
Teach-nology Camp.    
Friday, October 22; 08:30-3:00 
Camp is Cool! Technology in 
camp is Cooler! This digital 
storytelling experience will 
encourage you to incorporate 
a multitude of technical and 
communication skills while 
bringing out your inner child spirit. 
Participants will learn how to create 
animated movies using art, stop motion 

animation, digital cameras 
(photographs & video), audacity, and 
movie maker. Using mood and voice, 
participants will be assigned a public 
service announcement challenge.  
A Beginners' Guide to 
Graphica-Elementary.  
Starting Monday, October 25; 
03:45PM (3 parts) 
Using graphic novels is pow-
erful way to encourage read-
ing and writing within the 
Language arts program. 
Teachers will develop a deeper under-
standing of graphica through the use of 

digital cameras, a variety of 
teaching strategies, story-
boarding and photo editing. 
Comiclife software will be 
used to develop graphic con-
tent.    
 

Words Their Way - Elementary Se-
ries.  Wednesday, January 12; 3:30PM  
Words Their Way is an outstanding 

returned from Arkansas to work with all 
Fast ForWord sites. Gain an in-depth un-
derstanding of what interventions to use 
and when it is most effective to support 
our students. This is a fun hands-on ses-
sion with many opportunities to have those 
critical conversations and make connec-
tions throughout the day.  

 
Fast ForWord Interventions - Connect-
ing the Dots.  Tuesday, February 15, 2011 
at 03:30PM 
This session is for all Fast ForWord sites. 
Get a deeper sense of the interventions 
used in Fast ForWord. Help us develop 
and refine interventions that work for eve-
ryone. We will also be diving into the se-
crets of making Progress Tracker your 
friend.  

Destination Success - A Web Resource 
for Reading and Math 
Destination Reading or Math brings highly 
differentiated instruction to an entirely new 
level by automatically delivering targeted 
and personalized instruction for students 
who require enrichment, remediation or 
review of specific content areas. The dis-
trict will offer sessions on the use and how 
to integrate this resource into instructional 
practice.  

For Current Fast ForWord Sites:  

Fast ForWord Participants - Launch 
Your Year.  Thursday, September 30, 
2010 at 03:30PM 
This is our 2010 LAUNCH SESSION 
for all current Fast ForWord schools. Gain 
insights on implementation, review start up 
procedures, NEW streamlined approach to 

assessment, student selection criteria.  

 
Fast ForWord - Introduction to Assess-
ment Binder.  Wednesday, October 06; 
03:30PM 
This session is for all Fast ForWord sites 
regarding the NEW Assessment binder 
(given at the September Launch). Please 
bring your binder as we will be visiting the 
process of ongoing assessment (pre/post, 

within the program using 
CBM), and quick easy methods 
for management. As well we 
will have an opportunity as a 
group to discuss "what's next".  

 
Fast ForWord - Be an Interventions 
Expert.  Monday, November 08; 08:30AM 
Back by popular demand, Tom Chapin has 
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showed you what they actually might 
look like in the real world?   

 

The Brain That Changes Itself— Norman 
Doidge documents stories of pioneer-
ing researchers who made revolution-
ary discoveries about the plasticity of 
the human brain. Our understanding of 
neuroplasticity has been redefined by 
the research.  More 
importantly in educa-
tional terms, we have 
real life examples of 
brains that continue 
to grow and rewire 
well into late adult 
years. Chapter three is 
devoted entirely to 
the beginnings of Fast ForWord.  

   There are great texts and then there 
are great texts!  Here’s a few more to 
add to your list of great reads.  

   Engaging boys with literacy can 
sometimes be chal-
lenging.  Using texts 
in comic fashion (or 
graphica) provides 
incredible alterna-
tives.          

   Consider harness-
ing the literacy 
power of the graphic 
novel to successfully engage students.  
In Graphic Detail by Booth and Lundy 
offers information about this word/
graphic mode of storytelling. Explana-
tions of terms and techniques inherent 
in graphic novels are supported by lav-
ish illustrations. Even more, the au-
thors provide lessons in using graphic 

novels in literature circles, and the writ-
ing process.  (*We love this so much 
that we’re providing everyone in our 
graphica series their own free copy.)   

 

Another one is The Amazing Web 2.0 
Projects Book by 
Terry Freedman. 
This free e-text can 
be downloaded 
from  the blog 
(wp.me/pCKS7-7S) 
and offers a large 

collection of projects.  Further, each 
project showcases class websites that 
you can actually peruse as well as pro-
vide written goals, lessons and chal-
lenges faced in implementation. How 
many times have you wanted a text that 
not only presented the ideas but also 

A Lens on Teaching and Learning 

What’s Next?  
For more information on these tools or how you 
can incorporate these ideas into your curricu-
lum,  

Contact: Janet Chow  
Email: janet.chow@sd41.bc.ca 
Phone: 604-760-1603 

For up-to-date information or for detailed learning/lesson 
plans, please check my website:  

http://21stcenturyconnect.wordpress.com  
http://bbyfastforword.wordpress.com 
http://delicious.com/beyondtech1 
http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/learningtech  

 

Staff Development Calendar: http://blogs.sd41.bc.ca/
staffdevelopmentcalendar  
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Worth Checking Out:   
Graphic Organizers (organizing ideas, content, de-
tails)  

   Inspiration 8  
   Kidspiration 3  
   InspireData  
   Bubbl.us (web)  

Tools that read digital content:  

   Natural Reader 
   Kurzweil  

Presentations:  

   PhotoStory 3 
   Movie Maker 
   Glogster (web) 
   MS Publisher  


