
nouns, verbs, adjectives..) 

for students to drag-and-

drop onto an image or use 

the freestyle method to 

write.  Each image draws 

from a different word 

bank.  The goal is to create 

phrases or sentences that 

make the image speak in 

every sense (eg. make it 

come alive and tell a story). 

For a lesson example of 

this, see my website. 

Visual Literacies Expanded  

Physics Gone Wild—OE-Cake 

 

Getting students to that 

place where writing just 

flows can be challenging.  

Sometimes in our need to 

get through curriculum, 

we may not be aware of 

how much time it actually 

takes for the brain to ac-

quire a  skill.  It’s much 

longer than we think to get 

from ‘just saw it’ to mas-

tery.  Remember the last 

time you tried to learn 

something from scratch? 

Here is where all those 

senses need to come into 

play if we are going to be 

successful.   

If a “picture is worth a 

thousand words” 

then what happens 

when you add 

words to it? (A bit 

of visual literacy 

meets linguistic 

literacy.)  

Poetry can provide the 

content vehicle as it is a 

great way to work with 

language, emotion and 

visual images. PicLits 

(www.piclits.com) is a 

website that provides a 

handy start especially for 

writers who struggle. It 

provides incredible images 

and an organized word 

bank  (categorized in 

gether. You can also add 

your own images to the 

simulation! These can be 

saved and used for deep-

ening conversations. Or 

imagine having students 

explain their hypotheses in 

video or podcast formats.  

A great resource for use 

with Smartboards.  

At the heart of it all, phys-

ics tries to describe phe-

nomena that occurs in na-

ture in ways that connect 

the things we see around 

us to root causes, and then 

to try to connect these 

causes together in the hope 

of finding why nature is as 

it is. Part of this conversa-

tion and sensory practice 

can be enhanced by Oe-

Cake(oecake.wikia.com/wi

ki/OE-Cake_Wiki). 

 This 2.5D fluids-based 

program acts as a physics 

paint program. Students 

insert objects and see them 

interact under the laws of 

physics. Properties of ele-

ments can be mixed to-

Inside this issue: 

Visual Literacies Expanded 1 

Physics Gone Wild 1 

Place for Active Conversa-

tions 

2 

Needed-Little Tools 2 

Journey of Exploration 2 

Images And Story 3 

Digital Writing Process 3 

Presentations –Know your 

Audience 

3 

Organizing Websites 4 

Professional Learning Op-
portunities:  

January—Kurzweil Advanced (Part 2)  

Janaury— Media Literacy (Comic Life)  

January—Conversations on the web-
Blogs/Wikis  

January—zonal and individual learn-
ing sessions (*please email).  

 

February 26th District Day— a vari-
ety of workshops to engage the intelli-
gences.  Check the calendar for de-
tails. Or email me 
(Janet.Chow@sd41.bc.ca)  

 

*For details of articles in this newslet-
ter, please see my website 
(21stcenturyconnect.wordpress.com)  
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Take journeys of  exploration and knowledge building 

issue where each student 

weighs in with a critical think-

ing challenge. Students can 

pose their own questions and 

responses. Blogs are fabulous 

for threaded discussions where par-

ticipants can see changes in thinking 

over time. 

Research tells us and so can some of 

our teachers who are using blogs in 

this way, that more students readily 

engage in the conversation. For some 

it allows time to think of their com-

ments before writing; for others its 

just plain fun. And fun may just give 

them more practice time.  

Ken Robinson says that “once you 

find your passion, then everything 

changes”. His latest book, The Element 

is an incredible read full of stories of 

passion. If you haven't had a chance, 

consider checking it out.   

Great things fly when passionate 

ideas and conversation meet. Given 

our lack of time, what tools can help 

us facilitate the talk?  Blogs have 

come a long way in its ability to pro-

vide a stable simple platform, yet of-

fer flexible options. We  can attune 

not only to the linguistic self but to 

visual learners and musical learners 

as well as inter/intra-personal folks.  

These are tools meant to communi-

cate and connect to the multi-

senses! And even better, they don’t 

need us to be webmasters speak-

ing in a secret code.  

Imagine having a conversation on 

your class novel and allowing every-

one in the class to equally participate. 

Comments are posted for  the class to 

see and respond. Posing questions 

like “what might be a different inter-

pretation of the event...why are they 

behaving in this way...what can we 

infer...justify your comment…” can 

extend the literary experience.  Or 

what about a social studies or math 

(eg. explaining something to someone 

else). Photo Story is extremely simple 

to use by combining all the elements 

(photos, images, sound and transi-

tions) in a singular package.  Time 

and energy is spent on the process 

and goals of the project, rather than 

on technical issues. And that is al-

ways a good thing.  

There are many ways to 

document learning (either 

process or product) de-

pending on your learning 

intentions. As learning is a 

social endeavor, the conver-

sation part cannot be stressed enough 

and that includes teacher learning 

conversations.   

The concept of “then...now” can be 

incorporated into many sub-

ject areas (history, science, 

story, writing, social respon-

sibility…).  Digital photos 

(either from cameras, video, 

or cell phones) are wonder-

ful for recording the moment.  The 

addition of a digital audio recording 

with tools like Audacity or even Pho-

toStory serves to add a deeper layer 

A Place for Active Conversations  

Needed-Litt le Tools to Make Life Easier 
these can be hyperlinked 

on your web space.  

If you need to create 

avatars, then try Portrait Illustrator 

(illustmaker.abi-station.com) or 

buildyourwildself.com. They provide 

a little personality and the students 

enjoy making their own.   

As always, the bigger question to con-

sider is—does the ‘glitz’ override the 

message? Balance this with a little 

fun.  

Sometimes you just need a little tool 

to help in your work.  What to do 

when you just want a little ‘jazz’ for 

your images? Several tools on the web 

do a great job of editing images to 

offer fun ways to enhance projects or 

presentations.  Tuxpi.com and big-

hugelabs.com provide options to 

translate your photos and images into 

something dramatic. Photovisi.com 

organizes your images as wallpaper 

so you can add bigger effects.   

Tired of your fonts? Why not have a 

look at dafont.com—a superb site 

categorized with remarkable fonts. 

No pdf converter on your computer? 

You can download cutepdf or try us-

ing pdf.danielprocter.com, an online 

pdf converter. It allows you to save 

anywhere.  

What about adding a bit of zing to 

your websites or blogs/wikis?         

For a bit of glitter, why not try flam-

ingtext.com.  It gives you the oppor-

tunity to personalize headers, logos, 

buttons, and animations. And all of 
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Presentations— Knowing Your Audience  

Digital Writ ing Process and Collaboration  

you a variety of 

options to play 

with (blur, em-

boss…).  Other 

programs such as 

paint.net or photo-

shop provide more 

robust options.   

Keeping things simple can help you 

focus on other aspects of teaching 

(how images support powerful story). 

A rule of sanity may be to model the 

basics and allow the students to find 

the intricacies and then give them the 

stage to teach the next levels.   

Images provide a layer of information 

that can be used to define and en-

hance our world. The flexibility of 

digital images allow for many op-

tions.  Gathering just the right image 

takes perseverance and skill.  

Too often we rely on images found on 

Google, while forgetting that copy-

right laws exists.  There are many 

sites that host copyright free images 

and sounds to use. Consider using 

copyrightfriendly.wikispaces.com/ or 

phillipmartin.info/clipart/.   

Or how about creating your own?  

Drawn pictures are easily captured by 

means of a digital camera 

or scanner.  Or how about 

using a drawing program.  

You can then use a screen 

capture program (like 

ScreenHunter) to save it as 

a jpg file. A new one is 

Screenpresso 

(screenpresso.com/), which has the 

capability of adding special effects 

and a stitch mechanism so you can 

create those large wide screen or ver-

tical screen images.   

Then how does one tweak those  im-

ages? Simply using the Image > Ef-

fects function of IrfanView will give 

able to share their ideas to 

help clarify the writing.  The 

author receives much more 

feedback than the traditional 

way.  All changes are kept in a 

history for referral and comparison.  

And like a blog, the tool allows for the 

capture of writing across time.   

Wikis provide the venue where all 

thinking can happen in a collabora-

tive environment.  And these tools 

aren’t confined to students. You may 

find that these tools help in your own 

professional learning journey.  

There is something about writing that 

makes things magical.  Maybe not all 

writing like “To Do lists”, but writing 

that fuels the imagination that then 

goes out and creates great things or 

writing that explains an intricate 

process or idea that only you know.  

Admittedly this long road is made 

difficult by the dreaded editing that 

must go before a great published 

work.    

Wikis provide an environment for the 

collaborative writing process.  Much 

like blogs, they hold a simple fascina-

tion in their ability to merge text with 

sound and images in a collabora-

tive world—like a virtual conver-

sation. This form also takes writing 

and places it in reach of those  

‘hard to reach’ learners with writ-

ten output issues as it supports the 

multi-dimensions of how individuals 

communicate in today’s world.  

Imagine having many editors to sup-

port the writing process.  If you are 

working on the 6+1 traits of writing 

or writers workshop, the process is 

made easier. You simply type or 

copy/paste on the wiki.  Whoever 

you allow access to the wiki will be 

a novel presentation 

format outside of 

the linear Power-

Point.  It focuses on how the brain 

takes in a whole landscape and zeroes 

in on details.  A map is created where 

you place objects and text in a path 

that you can physically manipulate.   

A definite possibility to explore.   

There is a lot to be said about a good 

presentation.  Those are the ones we 

actually remember some key element 

that has left an impression.  This is 

not through some accident but well 

choreographed (both in content and 

presentation).  Some common tips to 

consider (who is your audience, iden-

tify the one key thing you want peo-

ple to remember, minimize the text—

images provide the most memory 

retention, use the intelligences to de-

liver an experience and practice, prac-

tice).  These are part of a presentation 

on slideshare.net of Steve Jobs.   

Prezi (prezi.com/) has come up with 

Images and Story 

This image was layered in 5 ways using 

IrfanView and provides the foundational 

background for a journal entry.  
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have access to the entire membership 

of bookmarks, which comes in handy 

when you want to see what other 

educators have bookmarked.  The 

accounts can be shared, thus decreas-

ing the amount of workload for your-

self in locating superb sites.  

Diigo has an added feature that sup-

ports research.  It allows you to make 

notes directly on the webpage and see 

what others have recorded.  These 

annotations are maintained on the 

page on your diigo list. You can see 

how this has certain advantages that 

delicious does not.  For example, you 

may wish to have students read an 

article and comment on it.  Students 

are able to view other student com-

ments, allowing a more free exchange 

of ideas.   

After trying these tools, you may find 

these go a long way to help you with 

not only organizing your websites but 

also in teaching the skill of “tagging”.   

You’ve collected a great number of 

information on websites to support 

your subject areas and they are all 

saved on your web Favourites. The 

only problem is that the list resides on 

your home computer and you are at 

work.   

The rise of social bookmarking sites is 

an attempt to address these issues of 

location and time. You no 

longer have to depend on 

sending your web links 

through email or writing 

them on the board for 

your students to copy 

down.  Once an account 

is created, you can 

bookmark  any website 

as well as record a de-

scription of the site.  Now anywhere 

you have internet access, you have 

access to your list of websites.   

Each host site has their own quirks 

but most follow the same ideas of or-

ganization.  Tagging (folksonomy)  is 

a friendly way to group and catego-

rize your sites.  For example, sites that  

have to do with writing can be tagged 

with  the words—‘writing’, ‘literacy’, 

‘activities’ or anything else you de-

cide fits with your thinking.  Just to 

help with this process, a recom-

mended list of tags 

is usually pro-

vided.  Any time 

you wish to 

find the sites 

that relate to 

‘writing’, sim-

ply click on the 

tag word and 

presto, all the 

sites are listed and hyperlinked for 

you and your students to use.   

There are many social bookmarking 

sites to choose from but the two that I 

like are delicious.com  and diigo.com.   

Delicious is extremely popular. You 

Help! How do I  organize/share websites for my courses? 

 

Tools mentioned in this newsletter:  

• Audacity—on all elementary/secondary images 

• Photostory3— on all elementary/secondary images 

• ScreenHunter— on all elementary/secondary bases 

images 

• IrfanView—on all elementary/secondary images 

• Paint.net—on all elementary/secondary images 

• Photoshop is individually licensed by schools.  

Other tools are web-based (please see websites) 

 

For more information on these tools or 

how you can incorporate these ideas into 

your curriculum,  

Contact: Janet Chow  

Email: janet.chow@sd41.bc.ca 

Phone: 604-760-1603 

For up-todate information, please check 

website: 

http://21stcenturyconnect.wordpress.com/  

http://learn.sd41.bc.ca/learningtech  
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